Advanced Methods in Rhetoric and Research

English-A 190 Section 09

Spring 2003

12:00-12:50 P.M. Monday, Wednesday, Friday

Xavier Hall G14

Instructor: Joe Devos

Find me in my cubicle, room 209 of the Humanities Building, 11:00 to 11:55 AM. Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. If necessary, appointments can be arranged.

Contact Information: devosjc@slu.edu or gltweasl@beige.org

I prefer e-mail communication, but in an emergency you can call me.


Cell phone and voice mail: 636-485-7435 or as a last resort,

Home phone: 636-583-0669.

Make sure it’s important, and do not call my home after 10 P.M.

Course Objectives: English-A 190 is a rigorous study of the processes involved in developing mature, efficient, and effective prose compositions destined for academic, professional, and public audiences. The student will be prepared for the advanced essay writing requirements of the University, and will begin an exploration of the skills necessary to continue improving their critical and analytical voice. The academic community has, as its medium of intellectual exchange, standard rules of discourse. ENGA190 is intended to provide each student with the necessary skills to identify and engage in appropriate discussion within that community. The rhetorical aspects of this class will focus on methods of proposing and conducting argument and discussion. The research aspect of the class is intended to ensure that the student presents those arguments on sound and valid bases.

Course Requirements: The English Department requires every student in ENGA150 and 190 to have a copy of the style and composition handbook:

Saint Louis University Custom Edition of The Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers.

Ed.Maxine Hairston et al. 6th edition. Allyn and Bacon, 2002. 


Also required is The Structure of Argument Annette T. Rottenberg.  Fourth edition. 2003.

And optionally A World of Ideas Lee A. Jacobus. Sixth edition. 2002.

Assignments: Students will write at least four finished essays of four to five pages(1000-1200 words). These essays will progress through the various developmental stages mature writing requires. Because the class will be structured upon the progressive accumulation of skills and rhetorical methods of discourse, the student should be prepared at any time to demonstrate their background research and preparation for each essay. The four major essays will follow this progression. In addition, minor in-class essays and impromptu writing will contribute to the final portfolio submission.

Since English 190 is a portfolio-based class, students are required to maintain a folder in which their writings will be placed for evaluation. In order to generate these writings, access to a computer with word processing capability is required. An up to date email account with the University is required for occasional informational purposes. Every student at SLU is provided with this service, so contact ITS in DesPeres Hall to confirm your accessibility. If you choose to submit any drafts via email, they must be submitted as an email attachment in Microsoft Word 2.0 or later *.doc format. Again, every Campus Computing location at SLU has some version of MSWord that will qualify. We will visit the Writing Program Lab to demonstrate the use of Word in order to gain familiarity with this program.  Final drafts must be typed. Paper and pens (preferably black ink) are required for in-class essays, rough drafts, and journals. Simple ring binders and loose-leaf paper are required as spiral notebooks are often difficult to organize and keep presentable. So that the portfolio is easily constructed, be sure to sign and date everything that is completed for this class. It is for your own protection that you must organize and document your in-class writings and portfolio submissions. You should maintain all of your drafts and essays on a 3.5” 1.44MB floppy disk. IBM formatting is recommended but not required as all the computers on campus can recognize these disks.

A very crucial requirement is regular attendance!!!  Attendance will be taken daily and will affect your grade. Tardiness will count as an absence if roll for the day has already been taken.

The most important requirement, second only to presence of body, is presence of mind. Show up for class every session and you can almost guarantee satisfactory performance. 

Grading Policy: Grades will be based on the quality of the student’s final portfolio, as well as their class participation and attendance. 

The portfolio will account for 60% of the final grade. Class participation will account for 30% of the final grade. Attendance will account for 10% of the final grade. 

Since the writing portfolio will contain all the selected writings from the class, including some rough drafts and impromptu essays, the breakdown of the portfolio grade will be based on completion of assigned essays and the letter grades of final drafts. The rough drafts and other various essays will contribute to the final grade by way of demonstrating conscientious attendance and participation. This means that you must show up in order to complete secondary assignments and in-class essays.  Because this class is focused on the process of composition, which includes group discussions and reactions from your peers, you must participate in order to receive full credit. Your attendance, plus a mid-term in-class essay exam will comprise your mid-term grade. 

The final grade will be composed as follows:
  
            



Portfolio






60%



(4 essays worth 15% each)

Each essay will have a specific final due date. A late submission will 

result in loss of 10% or approximately 1.5 percentage points of the paper’s graded value.


Participation






30%



(mid-term in-class essay  10%)



(minor drafts, discussions, and assignments 20%)


Attendance



            

 10%
                

                                                                                              total      100%


The attendance grade will be reflected in your participation grade as well. You will find it very difficult to separate participation from attendance. If you show up for class, turn in the in-class writings, and speak up during the critical and analytical sessions, you should be able to get the full 40% that make up Participation and Attendance. If you fail to attend class and subsequently miss in-class assignments, you will find it difficult to maintain high standards of performance. An opportunity will be provided to students in order to make-up some portion of their grade for minimal absences, however, it is not a good idea to miss more than 3 class sessions for any reason. If excessive absences do occur, the student risks being dropped from the class with a failing grade. Accidents and ailments do happen, so if missing class becomes necessary it is advisable that you consult the instructor with documented proof of injury or illness.
Participation in class discussions is required of every student. You will have to speak to the group at some point during the session. When it is your turn to present, it is important that you use an audible and coherent voice and take care to express well-organized thoughts. Oral communication is an integral part of any study of rhetoric, so in this class those skills which contribute to clear and concise orality will be emphasized

General Outline of Course: The Structure of Argument


Week 1-3 Understanding Argument  and Responding to Argument (Chapters 1-2) 


Week 4 Induction, Deduction, and Logical Fallacies (Chapter 8)


Week 5-7 Claims Deduction and Support (Chapters 3-5)


Week 8 Mid-term and Conferences (March 3-7)

Week 9-11 Warrants and Language and Thought (Chapters 6-7)

Week 12-14 Writing an Argumentative Paper and Researching an

 Argumentative Paper (Chapters 9-10)


 Week 15 Presenting an Argument Orally (Chapter 11)



Each unit will be presented with secondary materials provided by the instructor as needed.

Academic Honesty: (from the Saint Louis University edition of the Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers, p. M21-M22)

The Faculty Advisor Handbook states the following policy regarding academic honesty and plagiarism: 

ACADEMIC HONESTY—Students are expected to be honest in their academic work. For cases of plagiarism, collusion, cheating during examinations, etc., a student will be referred to the Student’s Academic Dean. In Arts and Sciences, students are asked to sign an academic honesty contract (16).

Students are expected to be honest in their academic work. The University has defined academic dishonesty as any of the following: plagiarism, collusion, cheating, giving or receiving answers on an exam, using previously prepared material during exams and quizzes, and submitting work completed for a previous course. If you plagiarize or commit any form of academic dishonesty and are caught, you may face severe penalties, including, but not limited to, a failing grade for the assignment, a failing grade in the course, disciplinary probation, suspension, or expulsion from the University. In addition, you are ethically responsible to report any incidents of plagiarism of which you are aware. Further details on academic honesty can be found in the Academic Honesty brochure available from the Arts and Sciences Office. 

Do not cheat--you will be caught. I’ve heard many stories that suggest the extreme negative consequences of any short-term time and labor saving tricks will quickly catch up with the perpetrator(s). It’s not worth it. You are here to enter a discourse with the university community. You minimize and marginalize your own voice when you use the words of others. Say what you have to say; don’t lessen your impact politically by becoming an anecdote. There is no guarantee of negative results for a dishonest approach to coursework. There is, however, a guarantee of positive growth for each and every step you take to improve yourself through honest, conscientious effort. 

Please view this class as an introduction to the language of discourse used throughout the university. It is not a literature course, and it is not just a style course. We are here to converse (in many fashions), and the best way to make yourself understood is to understand the language of your community. So keep in mind that your investment in this class will help determine how successful you will be in continuing your discourse with the rest of the university.

Disclaimers: The instructor reserves the right to alter, augment, or delete, generally or specifically, assignments or details set forth in this syllabus as circumstances arise. This document is a general guideline and may need to be changed at the instructor’s discretion. 

It is necessary, in the university setting, to acknowledge the vast diversity of opinions, backgrounds, preconceptions, misconceptions, prejudices, and new ideas that enrich the experience of each individual. We are all individuals, and we are all members of a community. While we are exploring language and self-expression, we may find that others in the community hold widely differing viewpoints, and we will likely encounter objectionable or offensive ideas and speech. It is a fact of discourse that mutual respect is a necessary requirement to meet and engage our peers. When you find yourself offended by someone or something, do try to be considerate in your reply. We all know this is not possible 100% of the time, and as such, the instructor expects at least an attempt at maintaining decorum and respectfulness. At the same time, the instructor acknowledges our imperfection and reserves the right to present potentially offensive or objectionable material for discussion and exposition. Don’t take it personally! Also, please take care to present yourself with as little distraction to other students as possible. This includes turning off pagers, cell phones, and radios, and precludes any distracting behavior or dress.

Syllabus

As part of the schedule each student will be required to meet with the instructor for at least one individual conference during Mid-term week. The class will make several scheduled visits to the CAI Lab in 203-205 DesPeres Hall as well as 2 guided library tours.

Week 1: 
Jan. 13-17 Class introduction and organization / formats and submission standards



Chapter 1 (Understanding Argument) reading and discussion


Week 2: 
Jan. 22-24 (No class on Mon. 20th) First major essay outline and rough draft 



Chapter 2 (Responding to Argument) reading and discussion

Week 3: 
Jan. 27-31 Research paper topics discussed



Synthesis of Understanding and Response



Week 4:  
Feb. 3-7 First major essay finished draft due



Chapter 8 (Induction, Deduction, and Logical Fallacies) reading and discussion

Week 5: 
Feb. 10-14 Second major essay outline and rough draft



Chapter 3 (Claims) reading and discussion

Week 6: 
Feb. 17-21 Research topic finalized



Chapter 4 (Definition) reading and discussion

Week 7: 
 Feb. 24-28 Second major essay finished draft due



Chapter 5 (Support) reading and discussion

Week 8:  
Mar. 3-7 Mid-term and conferences  



Research paper main thesis due at your conference meeting

Mar. 8th 
Grades for mid-term will be posted on WebSTAR

Week 9: 
Mar. 17-21 Third major essay outline and rough draft



Chapter 6 (Warrants) reading and discussion

Week 10:
 Mar. 24-28 Research paper outline and sources due



Chapter 7 (Language and Thought) reading and discussion

Week 11: 
Mar. 31- Apr. 4 Third major essay finished draft due



Synthesis of Warrants and Language/Thought

Week 12: 
Apr. 7-11 Research paper Annotated Bibliography of secondary sources due



Chapter 9 (Writing an Argumentative Paper) reading and discussion

Week 13: 
 Apr. 14-16 (No class on 18th) Rough draft of Research Paper due



Chapter 10 (Researching an Argumentative Paper) reading and discussion

Week 14: 
Apr. 21-25 MLA, APA, etc. documentation exercises


Synthesis of Writing and Researching papers

Week 15:
Apr. 28- May 2 Finished draft of Research Paper due along with final Portfolio submission on my cubicle desk in HU 209.

May 12th 
Grades due and will be posted for your viewing on WebSTAR
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